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Substance / Drugs Education and Incidents Policy Development – getting started. 

Substance incidents: prompts for consideration (Infant / Primary Schools)
These are a few ideas to get you thinking about what a  substance incident might be and how the school might respond. This activity may help you create your policy and practice around dealing with such incidents…

These situations can arise at any time during the school day – either in lesson time, on the playground or with direct contact.

What is the procedure for response in your school?
· A pupil lets his friend try his asthma inhaler 

· A staff member has concerns about a drug incident or wants to ask for some information.

· A parent or pupil wants some drug-related information but doesn’t want to ask anyone – how can they find out?

· A parent collects their child from school and they strongly smell of alcohol.

· A pupil frequently arrives without lunch, is often unwashed and you are aware that his/her parents smoke cannabis.

· On a school trip a parent helper has a cigarette in full view of pupils.

· A pupil comes into class and asks a staff member about a drug incident they watched on a TV programme last night.

· A staff member overhears a pupil discussing a family member who smokes cannabis.

· A pupil tells a staff member that there is a syringe in the playground.

· A pupil tells a staff member that two friends are acting strangely following the break and that they were seen with a spray can.

· A pupil has suddenly been coming in pretending to drink alcohol and acting drunk. 

· A pupil approaches a staff member to tell them that another pupil has brought drugs in from home.

· During break two pupils find a bag of powder in the playground and open it – one gets powder on his/her face.

· On the way home, a staff member sees a pupil smoking.

· A staff member finds some adult medication on a pupil.

· A young pupil smokes tobacco with parental consent.

· A pupil reports a parent injecting at home.

· Any other?
For help with developing your school policies please contact your HS Team School Support Worker. (healthy.schools@ciospct.cornwall.nhs.uk 01209 – 310061) 
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